
MINUTES 
TOWN OF VERMONT PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

November 25, 2013 – 7:30 P.M.  4017 CTY JJ 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
  

The meeting was called to order by Todd Culliton at 7:30 p.m. The meeting was properly noticed, 
published in the News Sickle Arrow and Mt. Horeb Mail and posted at State Bank of Cross Plains in 
Black Earth, at the Mt. Horeb public library, on the front door of the Town Hall, and on the town 
website, www.townofvermont.com. 
  
Members present: Todd Culliton, Jim Elleson, Scott Moe, Johanna Solms, Doug Meier.  
Absent: Eric Haugen, Don McKay 
 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

  
Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Scott Moe and carried 5-0 to approve the agenda as written. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Doug Meier and carried 5-0 to approve the October 28, 2013, 
meeting minutes.  
  
 

CONSIDERATION OF REVISION/REMOVAL OF DEED RESTRICTION AND POSSIBLE 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT ON CRESS SPRINGS BAKERY PARCEL ON RYAN ROAD TO 

ALLOW OUTDOOR FOOD SERVICE 
 

Jeff Ford submitted his application and fee for a conditional use permit, suggested wording for a 
revised deed restriction, and a site map. A CUP will be needed in order to apply for a liquor license. 
The one-acre parcel on which the bakery is located is zoned commercial.  
 
There was a positive feedback from two neighbors, and Don Sands, co-owner in the co-op, appeared 
in favor of the proposal.  
 
Moved by Scott Moe seconded by Doug Meier and carried 5-0 to recommend to the town board to 
approve amending the deed restriction on the C-1 parcel of Cress Spring Farm Coop at 4035 Ryan 
Road to read “ the only use that shall be allowed in the C-1 zoning district is the bakery. In addition to 
operating as a food processing plant, the bakery may operate as a take out restaurant, with no indoor 
seating provided.”  
 
Moved by Scott Moe seconded by Doug Meier and carried 5-0 to recommend to the town board to 
approve a conditional use permit for Cress Spring Farm Coop at 4035 Ryan Road, allowing the sale 
of beer and wine by Cress Spring Bakery. 
 

 
DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE INPUT ON DANE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 
A draft letter is begun but needs work. Jo Solms requested input from the plan commission. 

 
 



DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING TOWN ORDINANCE FOR MINERAL 
EXTRACTION 

 
Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Jo Solms and carried 5-0 to recommend to the town board 
adoption of the draft nonmetallic mining ordinance with changes as noted, subject to review by the 
town’s attorney. 
 
Attaching the draft blasting ordinance was discussed and it was felt that more expert consideration is 
needed before adopting an ordinance that may have unintended effects. 
 
Moved by Scott Moe seconded by Doug Meier and carried 5-0 to recommend to the town board to 
approve a blasting consultant to review the nonmetallic mining ordinance, to make a recommendation 
regarding a separate blasting ordinance, application, and permit, and, if deemed necessary, to assist 
with same. 
 

 
REVIEW EVENT PERMIT APPLICATION FORM FOR NEEDED CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 

 
Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Doug Meier and carried 5-0 to consider item eight on the agenda 
before item seven. 
 
After further discussion, it was determined no changes were needed.  
 

 
CONTINUING DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS PROGRAM 

 
There was a brief discussion regarding the issues that have been raised. Possible ideas include a 
one year sunset clause; limiting transfers within the town to one received per ownership parcel and/or 
imposing a distance or setback requirement, such as 500 feet, in cases where the TDR is used close 
to a property line, in order to address density effects on adjoining properties; allowing transfers out of 
the town but limiting that annually to no more than the number of residences added to the tax rolls; 
and requiring a minimum 2-acre rezone. Johanna will provide the draft for an ordinance based on 
Town of Berry’s for editing and sending on at the next meeting. 

 
 

CONTINUATION OF WORK ON ORDINANCE REVISIONS AND PLAN COMMISSION POLICY AND 
PROCEDURE MANUAL  

 
There was no action on this item. 

 
 

SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING AND DISCUSS POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

The next meeting will be December 23, 2013. The agenda will include TDR, possible discussion of 
proposed changes to the Dane County Comprehensive Plan, and the standard items. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Scott Moe seconded by Jim Elleson and carried 5-0 to adjourn at 10:15 p.m. 
 

       Johanna Solms  
       Plan Commission Secretary   


